His Kingdom Will Never End
Heb 12:25-28 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens." 27 This phrase, "Yet once more," indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, ESV
Luke 1:26-33 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!" 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." ESV
______________________________________________________________________

It's easy to forget how astounding the events of our text in Luke chapter 1 really were.  For one thing an angel from the Lord – Gabriel,  none the less, an archangel or chief angel – appeared to Mary suddenly in her house where she was.  That's startling enough, except that you should know that Mary had never heard of anybody recently hearing from an angel.  This angelic business that started up with Elisabeth and now with Mary was the first visible and audible angelic activity in over 400 years.  Mary didn't go to a church where they preached about angels, had never seen one, and didn't live in a culture that glamorized the supernatural.  This was a shock to her – just as it would be to us, but even more so to her in her time – to look up and see an angel standing there, nevertheless to hear it speak!  

It's astounding that this mighty important angel who only conducted the highest of the King's business would appear not to a king but to a lowly peasant.  And not just to a peasant but to a female, for Jewish females in those days had no formal education nor the rights we enjoy today.  And the angel did not just appear to a poor female, but a very young one – likely in her mid teens at the time.  

The angel appears and very cryptically says, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you.”  And Mary is scared silly.  Well, the Bible says that “she was greatly troubled at the saying.”  I'll tell you what that means, “she was scared stupid” is what that means!  And that phrase is swirling around in her brain and she's trying to make sense of it and yet the angel doesn't even pause for a breath – because He didn't have to take a breath, but that's beside the point – and launches in some of the most profound statements that have ever been made in all of human history.  And he does so with barely inserting a comma pause between them; rapid fire as if from a machine gun.  

There have been no direct words from God before this year for over four centuries.  It's like God had been bottling them up and now that it was time to announce it, He just couldn't help Himself.  I've learned that God still operates this way:  you go a while with no direct new revelation and direction and then suddenly, Boom!, the gates open and God throws more at you than you can comfortably contain.  But the angel utters great truths staccato style:

You will conceive in your womb and bear a son!  That's shocking enough that a young, unmarried and pure teenage girl would hear this, even more so that she was engaged to Joseph already, but the angel in a world before sonograms and video images spoils the surprise and goes ahead and announces the gender – it's a boy.  By now, Mary is reeling from the combination that an angel is speaking to her at all, nevertheless saying this!  And yet the angel continues:

You shall call His Name, Jesus!  And the angel's thinking inwardly (if angels can think:  That's important, Mary, I put that at the beginning while you can still hear somewhat because you've got to get that right, but just in case, I'll eventually appear to Joseph to reinforce this and make sure there are no crazy ideas to name Him Joseph Jr.  You and I both would be fired if that happened.)

By now Mary is on message-from-heaven overload and barely hears nevertheless fully comprehends at the time the rest of the message:

He shall be great!  – the understatement of the eons!
He shall be called the Son of the Most High – first hint that it ain't going to be Joseph's baby!
And the Lord God will give him the throne of His father David – He will be a King over all of Israel and Mary's going, “wahh?”
And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever and of His kingdom there will be no end.  

And Mary doesn't even hear that part because when she swallows the huge ball of felt that was in her esophagus and finally manages to speak, she only asks about the first one, the part about her having a baby, “um, how can this be, seeing I have not known a man?”  And the angel answers her that the Holy Spirit will overshadow her and she'll conceive and then says, “look, um, I've got to go – got a lot more things to do today, tell you what, if you have any questions, your cousin, Elisabeth, yeah the old one – remember her? – she's also pregnant and hiding out with it, if you got any more questions, you can see her.  Out!”

That's the SRV – the Sibley Revised Version of the story – but that's how it basically went down.  And Mary was standing there all along utterly stunned by everything that she had just heard and experienced.  It would take years for her to fully comprehend what had just happened and I don't know if she ever truly understood the fullness of every phrase of the angel's scattered yet precise message.  The most important thing is that she said, “I don't understand everything about what you just said, but nevertheless, if this is what God wants, then I'm his servant and handmaiden and let it be done unto me as His word has spoken.  And I believe that it was at that point that the miracle of the Incarnation took place!        

_______________________________________________

We could take each point of this angel's message and preach a message from each, but let us focus on the last point, which her startled mind probably didn't even compute at the time.  The angel said:

Luke 1:33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." ESV 

Let's ignore for now the part of “over the house of Jacob” and let's focus today on the other:  “He will not just be a king, but he will reign forever.”  Say that with me, “He will reign forever.”  And then “and of His kingdom there will be no end.”  Say that with me again:  “and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

I'm preaching to you today from that phrase from the Christmas story for it is an astounding statement for the angel to make.  Because we learn early in life that seemingly nothing lasts for forever.  The goldfish dies, the puppy grows old, grandparents age, the best of times are but fleeting, the car breaks down, and the smooth skin of your face, and because life's unfair, some people's hair, disappear.  In fact, it is good to think of the angel's words as they remind of a great truth that all need to hear today:

Nothing in this world lasts forever.
The wise man Solomon, in his very blunt but somewhat depressing book Ecclesiastes, he wrote:

Eccl 9:5-6 For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing, and they have no more reward, for the memory of them is forgotten. 6 Their love and their hate and their envy have already perished, and forever they have no more share in all that is done under the sun. ESV
That is only true about life viewed under the sun or from this earthly perspective and yet viewed only from our lives' standpoint, it is very accurate.  The living will die and will know nothing though they may have had more degrees than a thermometer.  They will have no more earthly reward though they might have worked hard and excelled greatly in this life with great accomplishment.  They will be forgotten though they were the most famous person on earth.

When was the last time that you thought of Zachary Taylor?  Do you remember his big hit song back in – oh, that's the wrong Taylor.  And I would imagine that that Taylor ain't feeling good any longer!  Cheap shot; let's get back on track.  Zachary Taylor was a president of the United States.  President Taylor.  He was very famous in his day – extremely famous.  He was one of the most celebrated generals of his time and everyone in America knew his face and name and exploits.  You remember, right?  How he was nicknamed, “Old Rough and Ready?”  Surely, you haven't forgotten how he bravely rallied the troops in the battle of Buena Vista during the Mexican War?  Did you know that there was a Mexican War?  He rode that victory to fame that led him all of the way to the White house.  They dug up his remains a few years ago to test them because he died suddenly and mysteriously and there was all of this conspiracy theory that someone had poisoned him and so they decided to put it to rest.  When the scientists opened up his casket, they found his hair, his bones, the outline of his brow, his fingernails and not much else.  And they took some samples of his stomach area and somehow found out that he wasn't poisoned at all but died after eating a meal of chilled cherries, cold buttermilk, and pickled cucumbers – apparently that's a deadly combination!

My point is that one of the most famous men of his time in less than two centuries is completely forgotten.  Truly Solomon's words are true in an earthly sense about our earthly lives, “even the memory of them is forgotten.”  We need to never forget this great truth:  nothing in this world lasts for forever.  They say that when a Roman general came back from battle after a great victory that they would throw a victory parade for him and put a wreath around his neck and giving him a chariot of honor and people would line the streets and call his name and shout and cheer.  And that they would also assign a slave to ride in the chariot with him who as the people cheered and as the masses applauded, the slave would whisper in the general's ear, “Sic transit gloria mundi” over and over.  Which is Latin for “The glory of the world is fleeting.”  As the crowd cheered him on, the little voice reminded him, “the glory of the world is fleeting.” 
There are some here who need to hear the small voice whispering the same thing!  What are you living for?  Would you take it from a slave, for I am a bondservant or slave of Jesus Christ, doing His bidding?  I remind you “Sic transit gloria mundi.”  The glory of the world is fleeting.  It will come to an end.  The greatest job will not last for forever.  The greatest moment of recognition and this world's respect will not last for much longer than the applause.  Your hard-earned accomplishments will fade to obscurity if they are only about you and yours and of this world and this life.  If you won't hear me today, then would you take it from an angel?  His kingdom – the kingdom of Jesus Christ will never end – but all of man's kingdoms shall!  To live this life for yourself is to bank on something that shall not last.  Jesus said it Himself,
Luke 21:33  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. ESV
When the universe has dissolved and the earth has melted with a fervent heat, yet He and His decrees will remain!  Oh, someone needs to hear it and take stock with what the majority of your time, your aim, and your dreams are spent upon.  Does it really matter in eternity?  Does it really matter in the end?  What should be most important?  Sic transit gloria mundi!  The glory of the world is fleeting!        

Here's what will happen to you if the Lord will tarry:  you will die and they will have a funeral or memorial service for you and people will cry about you for a short time and then time will march on and people will forget about you.  “That's depressing, preacher, why would you say such a thing?”  It's not depressing, it's reality.  It's scriptural truth.  Only those who are living mainly for this world shy away from such a reminder and want to plug their ears to such statements.  Because there are another group of people who have that constantly in mind and live their lives now with the ending in continual view!  The time of the end is not the time to think about eternity for today is the day of Salvation and the time to think about it is while it is still called today!  The glory of the world is fleeting but His kingdom will never end!

___________________________________________  

The angel's words to Mary highlight another great truth:

Only God's Kingdom Will Last Forever!
We look at the world and there are some impressive empires and kingdoms and cities and governments and realms of influence.  But in the end all of man's power and domain will crumble like a poorly built wall in an earthquake.  I think back to Habakkuk, that often forgotten prophet who wrote an awesome book way back when.  And he told us:

Hab 2:12-13 "Woe to him who builds a town with blood and founds a city on iniquity! 13 Behold, is it not from the Lord of hosts that peoples labor merely for fire, and nations weary themselves for nothing? ESV
Habakkuk prophesied in a time where there were some pretty impressive world powers who did not do things the Lord's way and seemed to be prospering.  But he reminded us that not all is what it seems.  Because if someone builds a town with blood, meaning not doing things justly, and if they found a city on iniquity, which is just a fancy word for sin, then “woe to him.”  The Lord will in time make sure that it comes to calamity.  

We have lived to see the truthfulness of Habakkuk's words, have we not?  Remember these great empires that seemed unstoppable:

· Egypt

· Assyria

· Babylon

· Medo-Persia

· Greece

· Rome

The great Nebuchadnezzar was brought to his knees by our great God and is not a footnote in history.  Alexander the Great never celebrated his fortieth birthday.  Caesar now makes pizzas and sells them every Monday for $5, hot and ready!  That is what happened to the kingdoms that the people of Habakkuk's day used to justify their lack of God in their life.  They came to nothing and were destroyed.  But Habakkuk didn't stop there and continued with this verse:

Hab 2:14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. ESV
That is where everything is going!  This is what everything is all about!  Beware of placing your trust in things that are based upon unscriptural foundations and sin.  Beware of placing your trust in things and institutions and governments and hopes that are going that direction, because in the end they shall crumble, but the glory of the Lord will still be shining!  The entire earth will one day be overtaken by the glory of the Lord because His kingdom will never end and yet all of the kingdoms on earth shall fail.  Truly only God's kingdom will last forever!

I saw recently the poem, “The Bible in 50 words.”  Have you seen this?  The Bible is a big book, how could they reduce it to just 50 words.  Hey, some of you can say you read the entire Bible through this year!  I could quote this to you and you can leave and say, “boy that preacher preached so long that he covered the whole Bible this morning!”  Sort of reminds me of the time in our church in South Louisiana where we had a guest preacher who literally wandered around in circles for over two hours preaching and after yet another pointless story, he went back to his Bible and said, “now where was I?”  And a brother on the front row, raise his hand and said out loud, “About Jude or Revelation!”  “'Nough said!”  I'll do it better for here's the Bible in 50 words: 

God made
Adam bit
Noah arked
Abraham split
Jacob fooled
Joseph ruled
Bush talked
Pharaoh plagued
Sea divided
Tablets guided
Promise landed
Judges led
Saul freaked
David peeked
Kingdom divided
Prophets warned
People exiled
Hope rose
Jesus born
God walked
Anger crucified
Love rose
Spirit flamed
Word spread
God remained.

They nailed it, didn't they?  They didn't leave much out in that great poem!  And that is possible because history is truly “His-story.”  It is not just a pointless record of men's meanderings but of a God reaching and bringing about and working.  And He is still alive and well today!  And truly what the angel told that teenage girl two thousand years or so ago is still just as valid and just as settled:  “His kingdom will never end.”  This world will come to an end and its kingdoms of sin that may seem so unshakable yet will fall and be crushed.  But this child born of Mary to David's throne, He will rule and reign forever and ever!  
That's why the writer of Hebrews told us in our other text that God's kingdom is an “unshakable kingdom.”  Let me read you our text again, this time in the New Living Translation so that it's in modern English:
Heb 12:25-28 Be careful that you do not refuse to listen to the One who is speaking. For if the people of Israel did not escape when they refused to listen to Moses, the earthly messenger, we will certainly not escape if we reject the One who speaks to us from heaven! 26 When God spoke from Mount Sinai his voice shook the earth, but now he makes another promise: "Once again I will shake not only the earth but the heavens also." 27 This means that all of creation will be shaken and removed, so that only unshakable things will remain. 28 Since we are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be thankful and please God by worshiping him with holy fear and awe. NLTse
Say that key phrase with me, “We are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable.”  His Kingdom is the only one that such a thing could possibly be said about.  And God will make sure that this is so.  The Herod's of this present time will die troubled for He will make sure of it!  For in the end, everything will be shaken and everything shall be tested!  In the end, all of creation will be shaken and removed.  Everything that can be shaken will be shaken and in the end only one kingdom will remain, the kingdom of our Lord Jesus and His church.  For His Kingdom will never end!  

I think of Handel's Messiah with the great refrain of the Hallelujah chorus:

The kingdom of this world,

Is become the kingdom of our Lord;

And of His Christ, and of His Christ

And He shall reign for ever and ever,

Forever and ever, forever and ever!
And yet this speaks to you and I today, for as the writer of Hebrews said, “since we are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be thankful and please God by worshiping him with holy fear and awe.”  If it is true that the city that is founded on sin shall be destroyed, then it is also true for the life that is built upon the same foundation!  If it is true that the kingdom of the ungodly and the unjust will crumble, then it is true that the lives built upon the same foundation shall do likewise!  And yet it is also true that His glory shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea!  It is true that His kingdom is that which is unshakable so it follows that a life built on His Word that cannot pass away and that lives for His glory which will remain, will also be unshakable, though heaven and earth should melt away!  Nothing on this earth lasts forever and only His Kingdom will last for forever, but it shall and so shall it be with those who join themselves to His kingdom and not to the kingdoms of this world, to those who are of His kingdom of which there shall be no end.  His kingdom will never ever end!

______________________________________________  

As I close today, I'm reminded of the angel's words of a great truth:

He is coming again in order to fully establish His kingdom!
Does His glory cover the earth as the waters cover the sea right now?  No, unfortunately much of the earth is still in darkness.  Do those kingdoms based upon sin still reign, yes in most areas this is true.  But He is coming back!  The one who slid into the world through the back door of a Bethlehem manger will come the second time in the sky for all to see!  The One whose coming was heralded by Gabriel in secret in our text will return, this time with the mighty trumpet blast of the archangel and with a shout!  When He comes this time there will be no doubt as to His identity and to His purpose.  Because every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess that He is Lord, but for many He will be too late.  And neither will we have to guess why He will have come, for He will have come to establish His kingdom and His throne, for He shall sit on the throne of His father David for forever and His kingdom will never end!

Truly, we are very, very close to His return.  If you scoff at that statement, then know that you are but fulfilling prophecy for Peter told us that we'd know that we were ever so close when people said, “where is His coming?  He has been prophesied to come for quite a while now!”  Paul told us that the day would overtake this world like a thief, for He would come as a “thief in the night.”  But in writing to the church, he also said, “but you are not in darkness so that that day would overtake you as a thief.”  

There are many parallels between His first coming which we celebrate at this time of the year and His second coming which is about to happen.  Like then, so will wise people and shepherds be watching and know that it is happening and yet like then, there will be people who will miss it utterly!  People like Herod, too wrapped up in their own kingdoms and people like the people of Bethlehem too wrapped up in their own lives to inquire and see Him!  Their sins are really the same – it is easy to fault Herod, but his sin was the same as that of scribes and Pharisees and the natives of Judea and Bethlehem.  They were all caught up in their own kingdoms that they missed His coming.  Becuase to go to Him is to bow before Him as the wise men did which means that you have to surrender everything to Him and His kingdom and they were too caught up in their kingdoms to really do that.  Actually at least Herod believed to the point that he acted however ferociously.  A worse crime was to not react at all and to do nothing.  At least Herod understood that the child's kingdom was real and a threat to his own.  More tragic were those who were so apathetic to His coming that they didn't even yawn or move a muscle, nevertheless bow to Him who shall reign for forever!  And there are those today who are in the same way worse than Herod for He has come and is coming again and they live their lives as if He never came and as if He shall never come.  Yet, hear the herald today for it is just as real as it was in the days of Mary:  Every other kingdom shall crumble but of His kingdom there will be no end!

The signs are many, but I need only one as proof that we are near today.  For every time a great deliverer and Savior came to Israel, it was always accompanied by the governments of this world sanctioning and precipitating a mass slaughter of babies.  It was true in Moses' days.  For when God would raise up a deliverer, Pharaoh ordered all of the male babies of the Jews killed.  And yet Moses still came though there were a great killing of the innocents.  We see this at the time of Jesus' first coming, too, for Herod likewise ordered a killing of all male babies of the area of Bethlehem and yet it was just a sign for Jesus still came into the world.  We see today a unfathomable mass killing of babies legalized and sanctioned by our government today in the form of legalized abortion.  I care less of your political leanings, but you're opinion on this matter better match God's!  An abortion stops a beating heart and it is a sad day when we have states where a young girl cannot get her ears pierced without her parent's consent but will have a state-funded limo pick her up and take her to get an abortion without them having any say in it.  In America there are around 1.5 million abortions a year, 4,500 a day, 180 per hour, 3 per minute, 1 every 20 seconds.  Nobody talks about this horrible massacre because it has become politically incorrect to do so, but it is real.  If you are here and you have had an abortion, I'm not preaching to you because you already know the horrors of the act.  

If you take all of American wars together – the American Revolutionary war, the War of 1812, Civil War, Spanish-American War, World Wars I and II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War – those wars that we have a well documented statistics of causalities, you will have just over 2.5 million soldiers killed in those wars.  Since 1973 when abortion was legalized in America, there have been over 25 million abortions.  That's ten babies dead to every one soldier who gave his life.  Since we started this service this morning, 360 abortions have taken place in America and yet very few people cry out against it.  

The enemy is trying to kill the prophets of this generation before they could be born.  He tried to kill me in the teenage womb of my mother and yet God intervened because God had a plan for me before I was born, just like my namesake, Jeremiah!  And we live in a time of unprecedented slaughter of the innocents, and where numbers that make Herod's actions in Matthew 2 seem paltry.  And yet the enemy knows too well what some people seem to be in the dark about:  Jesus Christ is coming again and the time is soon!  And so once again the enemy has risen up to command the slaughter of the innocents!

But the enemy will not win!  Jesus Christ has still got voices in this generation and you're listening to one of them today.  I do not preach because it's what I'm best at, but because He ordained me to do so from before I was in my mother's womb!  And I'm here to remind you that He shall reign forever and ever!  This world and all that it offers will not last!  And lives built upon its principles shall all fail when He comes back.  But those who are with Him will rejoice for He is coming back to establish a kingdom without end!

God's kingdom will be made up of men and women who have decided to live by God's eternal values.  Therefore we could say that everyone under the sound of my voice – and everyone in the world – could be divided into two groups:  those who decide to live by and chase earthly values and then those who decide to live by the values of His kingdom.  The earthly values produce earthly rewards that appear quicker in a life but disappear faster and to live by His kingdom's principles means that you get His kingdom's type of rewards and they usually don't appear as quickly but when they come, they never fade away!

There are some men and women in this world who are not like everybody else.  They have been gripped with the thought that the kingdom of God is the greatest thing in the world and that one thought has revolutionized their lives and reorientated their values.  Kingdom issues are at stake and there is only one kingdom that will remain for eternity.  His Kingdom is the only one which will never end!  With that in mind, which kingdom are you truly living for?

The kingdom of this world,

Is become the kingdom of our Lord;

And of His Christ, and of His Christ

And He shall reign for ever and ever,

Forever and ever, forever and ever!     

Hallelujah!  Why don't you make up your mind today to live for His kingdom so that you can reign with Him for forever!  His kingdom will never end!  

